First Presbyterian Church of
Woodstock

SEPTEMBER 2020

A fellowship of people in all stages of life who gather
together, praising and worshipping God with gratitude
for our many blessings, accepting and caring for all
God’s children, and serving the community and the
world with love and joy.
YOU ARE NOT ALONE!
When the force of COVID-19 first hit us in March, it was disorienting
and scary. It was distant though and, no matter what the experts were
saying, felt like it would be a short blip on our radar. For a bit, we would be
distanced and would have to find stop-gap measures to get us through a
few week or maybe months.
This pandemic is a catastrophe though and we are learning what many
knew all too well before us—catastrophes take a long time to undo. Not
only that, things never go back to the way they were. Loved ones have
died. Some who contracted the virus may suffer for years to come. These
are things over which we have no control. The impact on our economy and
the lives it supports will have devastating effects for years to come. What
can we do but pray for healing, provision and comfort?
We pray trusting, even when it is hard, that amazing message of
Scripture:
Fear not. I am with you.
This is what the Lord said to Abram when he lift his homeland. It is what
Moses was told as he was sent to confront Pharaoh. Joshua heard this
before crossing into the Promised Land. It is what was said through the
Prophet Isaiah to the people living in exile. Jesus said this to his disciples
the night of his arrest.
In times like these, we hear this promise in a new way. We are
reminded of how much we need it. We are more aware of its power. It
empowers us. God is with us.
God is with us so there is much we can do. Perhaps we cannot affect
what the virus does to the bodies in invades. (We can do everything in our
power to reduce the number of bodies it invades.) But we have a lot of
power to affect what the virus does to our institutions, our relationships,
our faith and how we live it out.
We are the Church of Jesus Christ. We can feed the hungry and house the
homeless. We can use our voices and take actions that rebuild structures
that cause the most vulnerable to suffer the most. We can live intentionally
into relationships with those God has gathered together in this
congregation. We can share the blessing of not being alone. We can
worship God with gratitude for being faithful to this promise all the ages
long.
Do not fear, for I am with you,
do not be afraid, for I am your God;
I will strengthen you, I will help you,
I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.
Isaiah 41:10
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Presbytery-wide
Combined Worship
September 6th via Zoom
There will be no in-person service
Outside worship will continue through
September at 9:30 a.m. on the south
lawn. The outdoor services will all be
live-streamed on Facebook and YouTube.
NOW Dinner
September 16th
Games for all ages—4:30 p.m.
Dinner served—5:15 p.m.
SAVE THIS DATE
Highway Clean-up—October 3rd

Due Date for Newsletter Submissions
September 22nd

TOGETHER IN WORSHIP

BLACKHAWK PRESBYTERY

Worship Arts Coordinator
We are so pleased to
welcome Christy Johanson
into this new position. She
will be working with the
Worship Arts Committee,
Pastor Cindy, Bob Diss and as
many members and friends as
are willing to share their gifts
to create an inspiring worship
experience.

COMBINED ONLINE WORSHIP
Labor Day Weekend, September 6th at 10:15 am
Worship w/ the Lord’s Supper
We are Presbyterians.
We are connected.

Yes, to every single thing in all of God’s wonderful creation.
Yes, to every person who follows Christ.
Yes, in a special way to those Christ followers in our Presbytery.

MANY, MANY THANKS!
Another Great Jazz Worship
Thanks again to Bob and the
band—Jim Seidel, Paul Fields,
Bryan Kyrouac, and Jody Fields.
What a wonderful worship. The
General Presbyter called to say
that he worshiped with us
virtually and really enjoyed the
Jazz Service.
Many thanks to all who made
August worship possible by
offering their gifts as musician,
liturgist, greeter, usher, set-up,
sign-up,
sound
or
video
recording:
Cindy Carlisle, Bob Diss, Dave,

Let’s worship together…
Pastor Steve Bowie of Rockford Third Presbyterian is coordinating the effort for this
special Labor Day weekend service designed for the larger church to worship
together. Be sure to prepare your communion elements before the service.
Your worship leaders are weary and this is an opportunity to give them a welldeserved break.

Supporting the Professional Growth of our Staff
The Worship Commision agreed to fund my virtual attendance at the 2020 BYU Organ
Workshop 8/4-6. I found this to be a useful and inspirational event.
This year the conference consisted of attending virtual sessions, hosted by 25 different
instructors. The conference also distributed a 120-page handout/information booklet,
which I printed and had spiral bound. I found the conference to be quite enjoyable, as it
presented useful information for church organists and church musicians in general.
I attended 25+ sessions. Some of the highlights included:

Christy Johanson, Chris & Lee

* Creative Hymn Playing - covered multiple ways to add interest to hymn
accompaniments

Nejdl, Lynne and Addie Sobczak,

* Creating Preludes and Postludes from the Hymnbook - interesting composition ideas

Fred Strauss, Ray Thuma, Matt

* Stress-free Organ Playing - because everyone gets stage fright sometime in their
career

Thuma, Velma Downes, Men’s
Quartet (Jim Wormley, John
Moorehouse, Fred Strauss, Mark
Bundick), Jim Seidel, Paul Fields,
Bryan Kyrouac, and Jody Fields,
and all the ushers, Deacons and
greeters who helped us settle in.

As part of the conference, I recorded two pieces (a hymn and a prelude piece) and sent
them to the instructors. These were included in the Hymn Playing Masterclass and the
Organ Technique & Literature classes. My performances were reviewed very favorably by
both the instructors and the other class attendees. In addition, I received useful
feedback.
I would like to thank the Worship Commision, and by extension First Presbyterian Church,
for funding ongoing music education. Courses such as this provide the opportunity to
learn new techniques, give inspiration, and provide fellowship with other church
musicians.
Thank you! -Bob
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TOGETHER TO LAUGH AND LEARN
N.O.W. announces pulled pork picnic
With the success of its Aug. 26 picnic, the N.O.W. (Nurture
on Wednesdays) team announces a pulled pork picnic at 5:15
p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 16, on the church lawn.
The N.O.W. team is meeting Sept. 2 and may be
announcing other picnics, so watch for email and Facebook
announcements.
For the pulled pork picnic, wear masks and bring lawn
chairs or blankets and your own beverage (bottled water will
be available).
Food will be prepared and served under the watchful eye of
Lee Nejdl, who has a professional food service license.
Want to know more, call or text Mark Bundick (224-242-2451), Lee Nejdl (815-546-1731), Katie Spaldon (815-276-3410), or
Cheryl Wormley (815-519-7402).

CONFIRMATION EXPERIENCE
Our first gathering was a blast—a bonfire (thank you Angela and Ray) and S’mores
(thank you Lee) and 4-Square (thank you Pastor Cindy). This group is open to youth
grades 6th, 7th and 8th. If you didn’t make the Bonfire but would like to be part of
this adventure, let Pastor Cindy know. We have plans to do as much study, mission,
church service and, of course, games as possible in this Pandemic situation.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Over the summer, commission leaders and parents have been discussing what form Sunday School will take this Fall. It is agreed
that indoor classroom gathering would not be advisable at this time. This actually gives us a wonderful opportunity to expand our
intergenerational repertoire. We will be building educational experiences into worship and other church gatherings. None of us
are too old to learn and we surely will learn much from the young people in our congregation. Please support our children and
youth by participating in the activities offered. This is sure to be both nurturing and joyful.

MEN’S GROUP BIBLE STUDY

Holy Envy Book Discussion

Saturdays @ 7:00 a.m.

Thanks to everyone who participated in these book
discussions. It was such thought-provoking conversation.
Because of the time we took together, we will be better
listeners to both friend and stranger.

Men’s Group will be studying Proverbs for the coming weeks.
The group is meeting virtually using Zoom Study materials are
available at: https://www.bible.com/116/pro.12.25.nlt
Contact Dave Davis for more information at
ddavis@ameritech.net
“Worry weighs a person down; an encouraging word cheers a
person up.”

“Even if we never reached agreement about the things that
mattered most, we could still lean toward each other instead
of away.”
Barbara Brown Taylor
Holy Envy, p. 193
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Another Book Discussion—Tuesdays at 6:00 PM
White: Fragility; Why It’s So Hard for White People To Talk About Racism , Robin DiAngelo
I wanted to read this book before offering to lead a discussion on it. Whoo boy! Am I ever glad I did! I am embarrassed to say
that I thought I was “woke” before I read this book! I learned an awful lot about my own implicit biases, how acculturated I am
as a white person to “white supremacy” and how pervasive and damaging and limiting systemic racism is for our society in
general and people of color in particular, but also for white people. My main take away, other than learning so much about
white supremacy and its impact is that I have the rest of my life to work to overcome my biases – and it will probably take the
rest of my life to do so, hoping I can at least leave a small legacy for those of any color whose lives I may touch.
The other main take away is what DiAngelo describes as the “Good- Bad dichotomy” which supports white fragility and how to
work to overcome that.
If you are interested in exploring the impact racism has had on your worldview and in learning how to be a better ally, friend,
co-worker, peer, etc. to people of color, I invite you to read and join a discussion group based on this book. If interested,
please call the church office at 815-338-2627 and leave your name, phone number and e-mail address to register. A second
series will be established if more than 10 people register for the first session.
You can purchase the book at a local bookstore (encouraged), on Amazon or get it through your local library.
Looking forward to exploring this topic with you!

Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Blackhawk
The purpose of Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Blackhawk is to strengthen the program of Presbyterian Women in each
congregation within the bounds of the presbytery, relating them to Presbyterian Women in the Synod of Lincoln Trails and
to Presbyterian Women in the Presbyterian Church (USA), and together striving to fulfill the common purpose:
Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves:
to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study,
to support the mission of the church worldwide,
to work for justice and peace, and
to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the Presbyterian Church (USA)
and witnesses to the promise of God's kingdom.
Ladies,
The PWP CT (officers) met July 10th and one of the topics discussed was the Fall Gathering. It was decided that for the health and
safety of everyone that the gathering be held virtually via Zoom. Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 10, 2020 and all your
PW members are invited to attend. If you are not familiar with Zoom, please contact your pastor as the last few Presbytery
Meetings have been held on Zoom and he/she may be able to answer any questions. The order of business is to elect and install
the new PWP Officers. They are Betsy Kinder, Moderator; Karen Williams, Vice Moderator; and Susan Barlow, Member-at-Large.
Betsy Kinder, Moderator, is completing her term as Moderator of PWCT of Synod of Lincoln Trails. She lives in Savanna, IL. Karen
Williams, Vice Moderator, lives in Joliet and presently serves as Pastor of the Kankakee Church. Susan Barlow, Member at Large,
lives in Princeton and has previously served on the PWPCT, plus was part of the Global Exchange to India.
We are seeking nominations for Area 1 Leader and Area 4 Leader - a person to keep in touch with the churches in those areas and
to gather information from them to include in the Memos publication. Also need a nominee for Together in Service/Peace, Justice
& Hunger Coordinator. This officer checks the PCUSA website for information and shares it with the team and with PW thru
Memos. She also initiates the annual Church World Service Kits challenge. Another nominee for Member at Large is welcome.
Please send your registrations to me for the gathering via e-mail on or before October 1st. List the names of those participating,
their church and each person’s e-mail address. The meeting will start at 10 a.m. and you will be able to log-in 15 minutes prior to
the start time. Karen Williams will be our host.
Blessings to all, Jill Sunday, PWP Communications Editor
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CARING TOGETHER
Meet under the canopy
While the weather is still pleasant – at least through the month of September, consider
gathering your small group or activity under the canopy on the church lawn. We’ve enjoyed
worshipping there since the first Sunday of July, and Aug. 26 games were played and the
N.O.W. team served a picnic supper.
Bible study groups, No Name Knitters, TLC, and other groups are encouraged to take
advantage of the opportunity to be outside and start the fall off by meeting. The church lawn
is a perfect place for a COVID-safe gathering. Bring lawn chairs, socially distance, and celebrate
being together once again.
Call the church office at 815-338-2627 to let Pastor Cindy know you plan to meet.

COLLEGE CARE PACKAGE
HELP
Do you know that we have (at least) 12 young adults attending college? They are
either away from home in this uneasy time, or they are unable to leave their homes
because of the risk involved. In a normal year, it’s important that our college students
know they are not forgotten. This year they could use a special blessing.
Enter the Deacons…
We would like to shower the students with a care package of gift cards and you can
help. Write notes of encouragement to send with the packages and, if you are able,
purchase small gift cards—Walmart, Target, Amazon, McDonalds—whatever you think
would bring them joy. Bring them on Sunday morning or contact the office and we’ll
pick them up from you.
Thanks for offering a blessing in the name of Christ and his Church.
Your Deacons,
Angie Boe 815-338-7782
Katherine Greenlee 815-978-8077
Caryl Lemanski 815-206-0676
Joyce Maynard 815-338-7265
Pam Moorhouse 815-814-5585
John Moorhouse 815-236-7408
Matt Petrik 815-209-2835
John Rigby 815-236-1780
Renee Simes 815-276-9829

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
September 5
Steve Kaye
September 8
Julie Farver
September 12
Hannah Botian
September 13
Lynne Sobczak
September 18
Reagan Wormley
September 23
Larry Collins
September 20
Erik Johanson
Sharon Stanger
September 22
Ellen Dahm
September 23
Larry Collins
September 24
Fred Strauss
SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
September 3
Chris and Kathi Carr
September 9
Kyle and Tiffany Sobczak
Danielle and Rick Rewiako
September 29
Dom and Sally Wilyat

Our Thoughts and Prayers are with…
Scott Snider, Marty Sobczak, Diane Melvin, Tom Thennes,
Nick Botian, Tom Schwarz, Sally Wilyat, Lyra Grace, Jayne
Reicher, Addie Jo Wedoff, Jim Higgins, Danny, Candy,
Sarah Carr, Tim Arnold, Ruth Hunt, Sue Epperson, Sue
Mazur, Gail Diss.
Pray for all who must work and be exposed to danger and all those who have been
negatively affected by COVID-19 in any way.
The COVID-19 pandemic has affected us all and so many are struggling physically,
emotionally, financially and/or spiritually. Remember that there are community
resources available which can be found by calling 211.
Hold in your prayers the members of the Nominating Committee as they prayerfully
create Committee and Officer slates. Hold the Pastor Nominating Committee in your
prayers and pray for the pastor that God has already chosen to walk with this
congregation into the future.

“Here are the two best
prayers I know:
‘Help me, help me,
help me’
and
‘Thank you, thank you,
thank you.’
Anne Lamott
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SERVING TOGETHER

Connecting Points
Men’s Group/Bible Study
Dave Davis, 815-236-2815
ddavis@ameritech.net
Wednesday Early Bible Study
Velma Downes, 815-245-4043
vmdownes@gmail.com
Adult Spiritual Growth Groups
Chris Nejdl, 815-337-1070
canejdl@hotmail.com
Hospitality Team
Cheryl Wormley, 815-519-7402
indepublisher@comcast.net
Music Ministry
Christy Johanson/Bob Diss
No-Name Knitters

PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING
Today, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is actively engaged in peacemaking and
reconciliation in more than 50 countries. Through our partner churches and organizations,
our reach is extended to 100 countries. Your gift helps us do even more. In too many places
around the world, peace is merely a hope. Conflicts between nations, peoples, and ideas put
peace at risk everywhere. During the Season of Peace, we recognize that too many people
live in situations that are both unsettled and unjust.
Your gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering works
to address these deep-seated problems by supporting
efforts to inspire, equip, and connect Presbyterians
engaging in ministries of reconciliation and peace
around the world. Through missions, work projects,
and education, we witness to the peace of Christ for
our sisters and brothers as they face some of the
greatest challenges of our time. To learn more,
visit presbyterianmission.org/peace-global.

Kay Darby, 815-338-5002
kedarby@icloud.com
Contemporary Worship Group
John & Sue Hudson
815-308-5898

Helping our Community
Session approved the Compassion, Peace and Justice Committee recommendation to
purchase 50 respiratory inhalers needed by the Family Health Partnership Clinic. Thanks to
the United Way for making these needs known.

josus@comcast.net
T.L.C. (Tender Loving Care)
Shari Olesen, 815-338-0237
Meals-On-Wheels
Marla Norgard, 815-482-4855
marlanorgard01@gmail.com
WACM Local Mission Team
Pat Morozink, 815-338-7769
pmorozink@yahoo.com
Food Pantry
Joyce Maynard, 815-338-7265
Fishing Mission
Bob Clark, 847-274-8247
robtmclark@aol.com
N.O.W. Team
(Nurture on Wednesdays)

Girls 4 Ghana
G4G is going strong at FPC, despite quarantine!! The Mission Commission has adopted
their cause of bringing sanitary supplies to the girls in Ghana who are in need of them. We
have hosted one gathering night to work on our project; there are more to come in the
coming year! If the walls are closing in on you these days and if you are in need of a
project, give a shout out to either Joyce Maynard or Julie Farver.
There are some pre-cut materials available with instructions on how to sew if you have
some extra time before the next event. Contact Joyce or Julie and they will deliver the
material to your porch. No problem!!
Unfortunately, Dina and her group were not able to make their recent trip to Ghana due
to Coronavirus. We are hoping for another sewing gathering in October. They are going to
be busy getting ready for 2021, with over 4,000 pads needed! We would love to have you
join us in the cause!!

Woodstock Food Pantry and the Woodstock Area Community Ministries (WACM)

Lee Nejdl — 815-546-1731
Katie Spaldon — 815-276-3410
Cheryl Wormley—815-519-7402

indepublisher@comcast.net

continue to need our help!
Contact Joyce Maynard @ 338-7265 or Karen Meyer @ 338-2237 for the Food Pantry.
Contact Pat Morozink @ 815-338-7769 (pmorozink@yahoo.com) to help WACM.
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LEADING TOGETHER
Mission Study Team
Say good-bye to Pastor Paul

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Interim Pastor search process

Elder Chair, Bob Clark
Deacon, Pam Moorhouse
Alan Dunker
Christy Johanson
Jim Wormley

Interim Pastor joins congregation
Mission Vision Study Team selected
Information gathered and studied
Feedback to congregation and Session
Report completed/present to Session for approval
Report approved by Presbytery Committee on Ministry
Congregation elects Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC)
PNC review & interviews candidates
Candidate selected; terms of call agreed upon
Candidate and Terms of call approved by Presbytery
Candidate Sermon/Congregational vote on call
Candidate installed as Minister of Word and Sacrament

Session adopted the Mission
Study recommendations
including:
•

Moving from Commissions to
Committees responsible for
broad areas of ministry;

The Session accepted Alan Dunker’s letter of
resignation with gratitude for his years of service.

•

Committee members chosen
by Session;

Heard that the Nominating Committee presented
a PNC slate and a Congregational Meeting was
called for 8/30/20 for election. Work continues to
recommend members for the newly adopted
committees and nominate a new class of officers.

•

Implementing classes of
members and rotation;

•

Session members serving as
Chairs of the Committees

August Session Highlights

Approved recommendation from COVID-19 Task Force to continue outside services
through September.
After a search for the Worship Arts Coordinator, Session approved offering the position
to Christy Johanson. She will continue as Social Media Specialist for the time being.
Approved 3.5% increase for staff effective retroactively to July1, 2020 upon
recommendation from the Personnel Commission.
Approved NOW Dinners outdoors in August and September.
Accepted report to Audit Committee (Jim Wormley and Angela Thuma) which found
processes used to be well documented and activity recorded using commonly accepted
accounting standards. Recommendations for improvements will be reviewed and
actions to address will be presented to Session.
Accepted Kyle Sobczak’s resignation as chair of Compassion Peace and Justice.
Approved use of $1,500 from McCullough Fund to support purchase of 50 rescue
inhalers for Family Health Partnership Clinic.

Pastor Nominating Committee
On Sunday, August 30th the congregation elected a Pastor Nominating Committee to
prayerfully search for our next installed pastor. Your Committee will be:

Session / Committee Chairs
Congregational Life
Mark Bundick
Ministry Support
Bob Clark, Dawn Cook, Candee
McMahon
Worship Arts
Chris Nejdl
Compassion, Peace & Justice
Vacant
Education & Spiritual Nurture
Ray Thuma
Clerk of Session
Sue Krause

Dave Davis, Erin Kaye, Christy Johanson, Rob McMahon, Justin Thuma, Cheryl Wormley
Thank you for accepting the call!
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GIVING TOGETHER
Our Generosity: A report from our Finance Commission – September Newsletter

From 2 Corinthians 9:6-8.
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap
generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
Net Ordinary Operating Income
YTD Through July 2020

$125,484

2020
Budget
$119,405

$9,339

$12,258

($2,919)

$134,823

$131,663

$3,160

Personnel

$96,785

$101,978

($5,193)

All Other Expenses

$45,320

$60,955

($15,635)

Total Expense

$142,105

$162,933

($20,828)

Net Operating Income

($7,282)

($31,270)

$23,988

Income
Contributions Income

All Other Income
Total Income

Actual

Variance
$6,079

Expenses

Favorable contributions for the month of $5 thousand has offset the budgeted $4 thousand in rummage sale
Mission income. Minimized building use has reduced supply, maintenance, and utility costs by $9 thousand.
Personnel costs are favorable by $5 thousand. Additional expenses are favorable to budget for a total of $21
thousand favorable which combined with the favorable income allowed us to be $24 thousand favorable to
budget.
It is particularly joyful that our congregation has found the various ways to continue their generous
contributions per their pledges and general giving as we navigate this time of physical separation. The Finance
Team appreciates your effort to keep contributions nearly equal to budget during this pandemic. God Bless you
all!
FPC has already paid Blackhawk Presbytery the 2020 Per Capita assessment for each FPC member. If you have
not already paid your Per Capita we will appreciate receiving your payment. The per capita assessment for 2020
is $38.47 (same as 2019); GA-$8.95, Synod-$3.81, Blackhawk Presbytery $25.71. Thank You.
Respectfully submitted by Bob Clark (Co-Chair) on behalf of your Finance Team of the Ministry Support
Committee
Cary Cook (Treasurer), Dave Davis (Financial Secretary), Mark Bundick, Scott Greenlee, Pastor Cindy Carlisle (Ex
Officio)

To support Presbyterian Disaster Assistance COVID-19 response, you can send a check to the church indicating the purpose
in the memo or give on-line at https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000148/
We also encourage generous giving to One Great Hour of Sharing.
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SEPTEMBER 2020

MINISTERS
All members and friends of the
congregation

SEPTEMBER 2020

STAFF

Rev. Cindy Carlisle
Interim Pastor
Dave Davis
Financial Secretary

Bob Diss
Organist
Christy Johanson
Social Media
Worship Arts Coordinator

Sunday, September 13th

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF WOODSTOCK
Celebrating and sharing god’s Love

Visit us on Facebook

E-mail: fpc2018@att.net
Website:
www.fpcwoodstock.org
Phone: (815) 338-2627

2018 IL-HWY 47
Woodstock, IL 60098
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

