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TOGETHER TO LAUGH AND LEARN
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Lenten Book Discussion—Lent in Plain Sight by Jill Duffield
Wednesday evenings @ 7 PM Feb. 17 through March 24
God is often at work through the ordinary: ordinary people, ordinary objects, ordinary grace.
Through the ordinary, God communicates epiphanies, salvation, revelation, and reconciliation. It is
through the mundane that we hear God’s quiet voice.
In this devotion for the season of Lent, Jill J. Duffield draws readers’ attention to ten ordinary
objects that Jesus would have encountered on his way to Jerusalem: dust, bread, the cross, coins,
shoes, oil, coats, towels, thorns, and stones. In each object, readers will find meaning in the biblical
account of Jesus’ final days. Each week, readers encounter a new object to consider through
Scripture, prayer, and reflection.
Contact Pastor Cindy if you need assistance ordering the book. The discussion will be via Zoom at
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82912531922 or call 1-312-626-6799 and enter 82912531922#

TOGETHER TO LAUGH AND LEARN
Confirmation Experience: Earth Care Congregation
-
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The Confirmation Youth have met with Chris and Lee Nejdl, Ray, Angela and Matt
Thuma to answer application questions. Congratulations! We had enough points to
submit the Earth Care Application.

-

-

-

-

-

-

·
·
·
·
·

-

Subtotal for Worship
Subtotal for Education
Subtotal for Facilities
Subtotal for Outreach
Total Points:

45
26
143
31
245

Here are the Earth Care goals based on conversation with leaders and meeting with
youth.
WORSHIP:
1) Plant at least one tree in memory/honor of baptism, birth, confirmation, or
death.
2) Devote a Worship service to Earth Care.
3) Purchase Eco-palms for Palm Sunday (if in-person worship).
4) Hold worship outdoors at least four times.

-

EDUCATION:

-

-

1) Host an Earth Care speaker.
2) Incorporate earth care theme in Intergenerational VBS.
3) At least one outdoor spiritual activity.

-

FACILITIES:
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1) Host at least one church-wide nature walk.
2) Encourage earth care habits monthly in newsletter/announcements/minute for
mission at least nine times.
Session reviewed and approved these goals at the January 17 meeting. The application
process and the approved goals were presented by the confirmands at the January 24
annual meeting. This is just the first of, hopefully, many years of helping the congregation
be better stewards of the earth.
Look for further updates on Earth Care goals and activities in the newsletter and the FPC
Facebook page.
Confirmation Youth
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OUTREACH:

-

-

1) Convert at least 1 pair of lights in Great Hall with LED bulbs.
2) Establish a battery recycling drop-off program at the church.
3) Use of some locally sourced food for at least two meals.
4) Explore garden options.

-

-

Jacob Dunker

Alex Rewaiko

Collin Greenlee

Addie Sobczak

Evan Kaye

Ben Walters

Lydia Johanson

Contact Pastor Cindy if you know
of other youth, grades 6-8, who would
like to join in the adventure!

CARING TOGETHER
Compassion, Peace, and Justice Committee by Sue Ayers-Krause

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING SPECIAL OFFERING
During 2021, our church will collect four special offerings as part of our Compassion, Peace and Justice initiatives. We
have set a goal of $1360 to be collected for each of these offerings. The first of these, One Great Hour of Sharing,
will be collected between Ash Wednesday and Palm Sunday (February 17 and March 28.) Donations may be made by
check or through bank direct payments or the church website payment option. Please mark your payment as being
for One Great Hour of Sharing. Thank You!
in a world of disaster, hunger, and oppression
Millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation,
education, and opportunity.
The three programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing - Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian
Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People - all work in different ways to serve individuals and communities in
need. From initial disaster response to ongoing community development, their work fits together to provide people
with safety, sustenance, and hope.
your impact
Restoring Hope, Feeding the Hungry, Empowering the Oppressed
Typically received during the season of Lent, each gift to One Great Hour of Sharing supports efforts to relieve
hunger through the Presbyterian Hunger Program, promote development through the Presbyterian Committee on
the Self-Development of People, and assist in areas of disaster through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.
·

$4.1 million granted by PDA in the United States and 57 countries in the first half of 2020

·

94 grants impacting 20 countries given by PHP in 2019

·

50 years of ministry for SDOP

·

over 17,000 people trained nationally and internationally by OGHS ministries

·

5,676 PDA work team volunteers served in 2019

·

234 certified PC(USA) Earth Care congregations helped care for creation

·

51,000 trees planted around the world

·

over 5,000 projects in economically poor communities in the United States and around the world have had an
opportunity to develop solutions to their own challenges since SDOP’s inception

·

$190,000 recovered in stolen wages for hospitality workers in the U.S.

·

1,097 Presbyterian congregations purchased eco-palms for sustainable forestry and livelihoods

Red Wagon Items Requested for February
Spam, Corned Beef, Beef Stew, Small Hams, Canned Hash, Canned Chicken Breast, Salmon and Tuna

You can leave your donations outside the church in the box provided by the front door.

CARING TOGETHER
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WACM Notes: WACM received a generous donation from Redeemer Lutheran
Church in December. As a result of this donation, the Direct Assistance Program is
now able to again provide rent assistance to members of the community in need.
Requests for assistance with utility shut-offs, clothing, gasoline, or bus passes is also
available. The DAP phone number is (815) 529-4370.
Spread the News and Support the Food Pantry!
The Woodstock Food Pantry welcomes any individual or families living within the
boundaries of Woodstock Community School District 200 to receive needed food
supplies on a temporary or regular basis. The Food Pantry is dedicated to serving all
our neighbors in need. Anyone interested can register at the Woodstock Food
Pantry during its operating hours of 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday. The Food Pantry is located in the rear of the Dorr Township Building,
1033 Lake Ave, Woodstock. We appreciate your help in sharing this information with
those in need. Any questions can be directed to Board members representing First
Presbyterian Church; Joyce Maynard, Nancy Bingham or Pam Moorhouse.

If you do not want your
birthday listed, please
contact the church office.
—
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GIVING TOGETHER
OUR GENEROSITY: REPORT FROM THE FINANCE TEAM
We are blessed with a strong Finance Team. I want to thank all who served in 2020: Cary Cook - Treasurer,
Dave Davis – Financial Secretary, Mark Bundick, and Scott Greenlee, and Pastor Cindy – Ex Officio, and Bob
Clark – Team Lead. God bless the Team for watching over your church’s finances this past year.
2020 was certainly an unusual year as we navigated through the COVID-19 pandemic… and continue. Your
Finance Team wants to let all of our congregation know how much we appreciate your honoring your pledges
and the regular giving of those who might not have pledged by continuing your generosity through the
pandemic. Our 2020 Giving Income was favorable to the Operating Budget – may God Bless the congregation’s
generosity!
We entered 2020 with a budget that needed significant additional income by transferring money from the
McCullough Distribution Fund (MDF). Because of lower-than-expected expenses due to COVID-19, a reduction
in staff, and the Giving income being on target, it was necessary to only use $10,000, of the budgeted $65,000
from the MDF, which was used to contribute to the Blackhawk Presbytery Mission Grant program.
Operating Net Income Results_
YTD Through December 2020
Income
Pledged & Regular Giving
All Other Income
Total Income

Actual

2020 Budget

Variance vs
Budget

$187,383

$178,324

$9,059

$29,596

$91,956

($62,360)

$216,979

$270,280

($53,301)

$145,627

$175,000

($29,373)

$66,175

$98,421

($32,246)

$211,802

$273,421

($61,619)

$5,177

($3,141)

$8,318

Expenses
Staff
All Other Expenses
Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income

____________

2021 Operating Budget (figures displayed on next page)
Session approved the above 2021 Operating Budget. While we forecast negative Net Income, we are hopeful
that increased giving will allow us to complete the year with a lower negative Net Income.
Income is forecasted to be about the same as 2020 Actual Income. We are especially grateful that the
number of pledging units increased by six vs. 2020. We are hopeful that we will experience an
increase in non-pledge giving similar to 2020. The Income includes transferring $14,5000 from the
McCullough Distribution Fund (as this fund is intended) to supplement Compassion, Peace & Justice
Income that will be used for local mission projects and the Blackhawk Presbytery Mission Grant
program
Staffing Expense is expected to stay flat vs. 2020. The increase in overall Expenses in the 2021
Operating Budget is due mostly to Building & Grounds ($16,000) and Compassion, Peace & Justice
($10,000).

Respectfully Submitted, Bob Clark, Finance Team Lead

GIVING TOGETHER
2021 Operating Budget
2021 Operating Budget vs. 2020 Actual
Income
Pledged & Regular Giving
All Other Income
Total Income

2020 Actual

2021 Budget

Variance
Budget vs.
2020 Actual

$187,383
$29,596
$216,979

$187,605
$32,589
$220,194

$222
$2,993
$3,215

$145,627
$66,175
$211,802

$142,626
$103,087
$245,713

($3,001)
$36,912
$33,911

$5,177

($25,519)

($30,696)

Expenses
Staff
All Other Expenses
Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income

From the Generosity Team
For those of us over age 70 ½
Assets in your IRA account are subject to a Required
Minimum Distribution (RMD).

Current Federal Tax Law permits sending that distribution
directly to a charity (think First Presbyterian ChurchWoodstock) and thus paying no income taxes on it.
Contact your IRA custodian to arrange this form of giving.
Your income tax advisor will applaud the move.

Happy 175th Anniversary, First Presbyterian Church – Woodstock
First Presbyterian Church Woodstock is the oldest continuously worshipping congregation in Woodstock. Twenty
-one members of what is now Ridgefield-Crystal Lake Presbyterian Church felt called to organize a sister church in
Woodstock, and FPC was officially chartered Feb. 23, 1846. The assembled met in the courthouse until 1848 when
they began worshipping in a wooden frame church they built on Church Street.
What we see today as our church’s strengths – worship, education, fellowship, and music – took root under the
leadership of the Rev. Richard Kimball Todd, the first pastor, who served from 1847 to 1865. His wife, Martha,
“active and resourceful” led on several fronts as well.
Rev. Todd also was an educator. He started Todd School in 1848, serving boys and girls. Later, it became a
prestigious boys school. Mrs. Todd brought her grand piano from New England. She provided the musical
accompaniment for services and led the children’s Sunday afternoon meetings. During their tenure, the Sunday
school, Women’s Missionary Society and the Ladies Aide Society were organized. The two societies continued into
the 1940s, and Sunday school is as important today as if was nearly 175 years ago.

TOGETHER IN WORSHIP
Lenten Worship Bags
Pick-up on Fat Tuesday, February 16th 4:30-6:30
The Deacons, Congregational Life, Compassion Peace and
Justice, Education and Spiritual Growth and Worship Arts
are partnering again to create Lenten Worship Bags. The
bags will be full of items to help make Lent a season of
spiritual growth. There will be Mardi Gras beads for
anyone who comes by to pick up your bag. If you need to
have your bag delivered, contact the church office and a
Deacon will deliver it to your door.

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday—February 17th
An Ash Wednesday Service will be available beginning at 6:00 a.m. You can go to YouTube or Facebook at a time that
works for you. Ashes will be included in your Lenten Bag for you to place on yourself or on each other.
We pray this will be a contemplative experience for you and one that helps us feel connected even as we remain
physically distant.

COVID-19 Planning
The COVID-19 Task Force is watching as the State safety guidelines change. While we are all anxious to be together
for worship again, the health of our congregation and community are our priorities. We hope that you are enjoying
worship on-line. We are grateful to our dedicated staff for producing worship experiences that glorify God and help
us to praise, pray, grow.

Liturgist Schedule
Thanks to the January liturgists: Cheryl Wormley, Dave Davis, Ben Thuma, Ken Farver, Addie Sobczak
February Liturgists:
Angie Boe—2/7
Bob Clark—2/14

Tiffany Sobczak—2/21
Lydia Johanson—2/28

Miss a Worship Service? Try Catching Up on YouTube!
Did you miss a worship service that you wanted to see, or perhaps you’d like to see it again? You can visit the FPC
YouTube Channel where all our services are archived. Point your web browser to:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxGlfuDXFmONo2cpjMJkoyg/videos

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

2018 IL-HWY 47
Woodstock, IL 60098
Phone: (815) 338-2627
E-mail: fpc2018@att.net
Website:
www.fpcwoodstock.org
Visit us on Facebook

