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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING
Sunday, January 24, 2021, 11:00
AM
Via Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/81888778733
Attention, Committee Chairs!
Your reports are due to the Church
office not later than Monday, January
11, 2021.
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TOGETHER TO LAUGH AND LEARN
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Confirmation Experience: Earth Care Congregation
The youth participating in Confirmation are in the process of leading us through an application
to become a certified Earth Care Congregation through the PC(USA). With the help of
church leaders, they are assessing what we are already doing to care for the earth. Then they
will propose goals for 2021 to the Session.
Watch for their leadership in helping us to have a lighter physical but greater spiritual footprint
in the world.
Confirmation Youth

Jacob Dunker

Alex Rewaiko

Collin Greenlee

Addie Sobczak

Evan Kaye

Ben Walters

Lydia Johanson

Contact Pastor Cindy if you know of
other youth, grades 6-8, who would
like to join in the adventure!

CARING TOGETHER
Compassion, Peace, and Justice Committee by Sue Ayers-Krause

SIX of SIX Challenge
Our congregation supports mission activities at the local, Presbytery, National and International level through Special
Offerings and local fundraising.
Blackhawk Presbytery sponsors a friendly challenge for local churches to achieve a “Six of Six” award. To earn this
award, a local church must record contributions to each of four special offerings (One Great Hour of Sharing,
Pentecost, Peace and Global Witness, and Christmas Joy, make a contribution to the Blackhawk Presbytery Mission
fund, and pay all of its per capita charges. We hope to earn this award this year!
Here are the dates during which Special Offerings will be collected:
Begin date

End date

Feb 17

April 4

April 5

May 23

September 5

October 3

November 28

December 19

Offering description

One Great Hour of Sharing
Hunger*Disaster Relief*Development
Pentecost
Children at Risk*Youth*Young
Adults
Peace and Global Witness
Peacemaking and reconciliation
Christmas Joy Offering
Church Leader development and
support for pastors in need

Much more detail about various projects supported by these funds is available on line at PCUSA.org.
detail about various projects supported by these funds is available on line at
Our goal is to collect $1260 for each of these special offerings averaging $30 from each giving unit for each offering.
Presbytery Mission Giving supports local churches to conduct mission projects and or church development activities.
The Presbytery has a grant program to which local churches can apply for assistance for such projects.
Per capita funding, paid by each member of a church, supports administrative function at the Presbytery and PCUSA
level. The per capita amount for 2021 is $38.50. Each member is asked to pay this separately from regular pledging.
This allows operating funds pledged to be used for the local church. Historically, only about one-third of our
members remember to pay this and we have to make up the difference out of operating fund. This year, we hope to
have the vast majority of per capita dues paid by members.

NEXT MONTH: Information on local Mission activities planned for 2021.

Red Wagon Items Requested: for January
Cereal, Pancake Mix, Oatmeal. You can leave your donations outside the church in the box
provided by the front door.
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If you do not want your
birthday listed, please
contact the church office.
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, January 24, 2021 at 11:00 AM
Via Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81888778733
Attention, Committee Chairs!
Your reports are due to the Church office not later than Monday, January 11, 2021.

LEADING TOGETHER
Connecting Points
-

Volunteer Snow Removal Plan for our
Church Entrance Areas
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A volunteer would be responsible for any snow removal necessary during that week
period. Snow would need to be removed by 4:30 PM on Wednesday’s and by 8:45
AM on Church Sundays. For any other scheduled activities, each team would clear
the snow and put down salt as necessary so that the entrances remain clear at all
times. Folks who are regularly at the church will shovel a small path to the entrance
for them as needed. If we can get eight individuals set up, they would only have to
cover two, one week periods during the four month cycle.
Please call or text Cary Cook at 815-382-8879 or email at ccooks55@earthlink.net
with questions or to signup. Once volunteers are identified, a schedule will be
posted and reminder calls will be made. Snow removal tools (shovels and salt) will
be provided in the entryway to the church or teams could bring their own. If we get
lucky, someone may donate a snowblower for use which could be stored in the
entryway or the garage. Access to the church entry or the garage would be
provided in an outside key lock box.
Respectfully Submitted,
Building and Grounds
Cary Cook
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Attention all able bodied First Presbyterians! We are looking to create a Volunteer
Program to ensure that our sidewalk entryways to the Church Entrance and our
Offices are cleared of snow and ice for safety reasons for any activity at our Church.
(Our Parking lot and driveways thankfully will continue to be cleared by a volunteer
donor for those services.) Volunteer teams are needed for weekly periods running
for Monday thru the next Sunday thru March 28th, 2021.

-

GIVING TOGETHER
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TOGETHER IN WORSHIP

Thank you for support and participation during our Pandemic Christmas Season.
To all who watched or participated in our Intergenerational Christmas Program, thank you! Our Christmas Season
sure seemed different, didn’t it? There was no cantata with the choir or Winds off the Lake, no cute little angels,
shepherds or wise men singing songs, and we couldn’t sing familiar Christmas carols together during worship. But we
did make the most of it!
In isolation, how could we preserve these important traditions, create and embrace new ones, and continue to make
music together, while online? Well, we figured it out! Using online music software like SoundTrap, and pairing it with
Zoom, as well as throwing in some Screencastify, MailDrop, Google Drive, and don’t forget scanning music, and lots
of lots of emails and texts, we brought you the group songs, while families and individuals worked at home, or came
to church to record the other parts. And then after long hours in front of a computer screen, an entire program that
included all ages was presented on December 20! (If you haven’t seen it, you can still watch it!)
While the process of assembling this program does not resemble live, in-person music-making, or artful poem and
scripture reading, I hope it serves as a reminder of the importance of music and the arts in worship and in life. I hope
the program brought you hope, peace, joy, and comfort in a tremendously challenging year. Thank you to everyone
who participated and who tuned in on Facebook or YouTube!
Christy Johanson, Worship Arts Coordinator

Miss a Worship Service? Try Catching Up on YouTube!
Did you miss a worship service that you wanted to see, or perhaps you’d like to see it again? You can visit the FPC
YouTube Channel where all our services are archived. Point your web browser to:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxGlfuDXFmONo2cpjMJkoyg/videos
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